NOVEMBER REVOLUTION TO NEW ECONOMIC POLICY
transformed the face of a continent, was laid in January 1918,
when the Supreme Council of National Economy was established.
Mr. Philips Price related:
"I well remember being present at its first meeting. A few workmen
from the Petrograd and Moscow professional alliances and shop-stewards'
committees, together with some trusted revolutionary leaders and a few
technical advisers who were not sabotaging, met together on the Tuchkov
Naberejnaya at Petrograd with the object of organizing the economic
life of the republic in the interests of the toiling masses. The task before
them seemed superhuman. All around them was chaos, produced by the
imperialist war and the orgy of capitalist profiteering. Famine, dearth
of raw materials, sabotage of technical staffs, counter-revolutionary bands
invading from the south, Prussian war lords threatening from the west
made the outlook apparently hopeless. Yet, nothing daunted, these
brave workmen with no experience, except that derived from the hard
school of wage slavery and political oppression, set to work to reconsti-
tute the economic life of a territory covering a large part of two continents.
I saw them at that meeting draw up plans for die creation of public
departments which should take over the production and distribution of
the 'key* industries and the transport. Their field of vision ran from the
forests of Lithuania to the oases of Central Asia, from the fisheries of the
White Sea to the oilfields of the Caucasus.
"As they discussed these schemes, one was forcibly reminded that
their plans to fight famine and re-establish peaceful industry were at
that moment threatened by counter-revolutionary forces and by the
armed hosts of the European warlords, whose so-called 'interests*
demanded that famine, anarchy, and misery should teach the workers
and peasants of Russia not to dare to lift their hands against the sacred
'rights of property.' And the wind howled round that cold stone building
which looked over the frozen Neva, and the winter snows were driving
down the dismal streets, but these men, fired with imagination and buoyed
up by courage, did not waver. They were planting an acorn which
they knew would one day grow into an oak.
"I saw them five months later at a big conference in Moscow. The
Supreme Council of Public Economy had now become a great State
institution, and was holding its first All-Russian Conference. In every
province in Central Russia and in many parts of the outer marches
local branches had been formed and had sent their representatives. The
first organ in the world for carrying out in practice the theory that each
citizen is part of a great human family and has rights in that family, in